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PRESENTATION
OVERVIEW 

 Activities since June 2013

 About the “Mapping”

 The Criminological Landscape
of the Balkans ‐ Some Key Findings

 Fields of Further Engagement

 Strengthening the BCNet
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ACTIVITIES SINCE 
JUNE 2013 
MPPG Presentation in Zagreb in June 2013
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ACTIVITIES SINCE 
JUNE 2013 

 ESC Panel in Budapest and BCNet gathering

 MPPG Office in Zagreb became operational

 Promotion of MPPG and BCNet

 Fundraising (MPG, COST etc.)

 MPPG team has been expanded (5 members)

 4 new PhD projects
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ACTIVITIES SINCE 
JUNE 2013 

 1st Annual Conference in Zagreb

 Balkan Criminology Course at IUC in Dubrovnik

 ESC Panels on MPPG in Prague 

 special Balkan Criminology publication series

 1st volume forthcoming in fall 2014: Mapping the 
Criminological Landscape of the Balkans
I. Marking the Territory
II. State of Art in Criminology and Crime in the Balkans
III. Expedition into the Criminal Landscape of the Balkans
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ABOUT THE 
“MAPPING”

 Background ‐ discovering the current state of art in 
criminology and crime in the Balkans

 Methodology (general guidelines, no comparative goal)

 Structure and topics
 criminological mapping (education and research)
 crime mapping (crime trends and problems and the CJS)

 Scope
 territorial scope (Balkan proper and neighboring countries)
 subject scope
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ABOUT THE 
“MAPPING”

Scope of the Mapping
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

 Criminological history

 Criminological education:
 education and institutionalisation
 under‐, graduate and post‐graduate education
 criminological textbooks
 criminology as a scientific branch

 Criminological research:
 domestic studies and institutions
 topics lacking attention
 criminological journals
 participation in major international studies
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Criminological history
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Criminological education institutionalised at…
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Under‐, graduate and post‐graduate education
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Criminological textbooks
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Criminology as a scientific branch
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

 domestic studies and research institutions 

 topics cover a broad range of various topics with 
certain common areas of interest across the region:
 study of corruption
 organised crime in general and/or various forms of crime 
associated with it (esp. trafficking in human beings)
 juvenile delinquency
 domestic violence

 key players conducting research ‐ the setting is fairly 
equally divided between academic and/or research 
institutions, various governmental bodies and NGOs 
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Topics lacking attention
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

Criminological journals
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping
Participation in major international studies
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KEY FINDINGS
criminological mapping

 Criminological education
 lack of specialised criminological study programs (esp. PhD)
 mostly outdated criminological textbooks
 week position of criminology in many countries

 Criminological research
 variety of domestic topics and players
 no detectable structure or coordination or strategy 
 lack of specialised criminological publications (journals)
 participation in major international studies (usually at the 
field, but not management level)
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KEY FINDINGS
crime mapping

 Comparative analysis of the country findings not 
possible due to different methodology, counting units 
etc.

 Focus presented here:
 Main sources of data about crime
 Crime and criminal justice problems
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KEY FINDINGS
crime mapping

Main sources of data about crime
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KEY FINDINGS
crime mapping

 crime problems ‐ common regional features: 
 corruption
 juvenile delinquency 
 organised crime (THB, smuggling of illicit goods, money 
laundering etc.)

 criminal justice problems: 
 crime statistics and victimisation surveys
 overburdened court dockets
 corruption and lack of transparency 
 prison overcrowding
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FIELDS OF FURTHER 
ENGAGEMENT

 Future BCNet activities ‐ food for thoughts

 Criminological education
 BCNet PhD research school
 Balkan Criminology textbook

 Criminological research
 BCNet Database of Who’s Who in Criminological Education 
and Research in the Balkans

 BCNet Research Agenda for the Balkans
 BCNet Newsletter (future BC Journal?)
 2nd volume of the BC publication series
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Albania
Bosnia and Herz.
Bulgaria
Croatia
Greece
Hungary
Italy

Kosovo
Macedonia
Montenegro
Romania
Serbia
Slovenia
Turkey

Balkan Criminology 
Network

currently covers 
14 countries

STRENGTHENING 
THE BCNet
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STRENGTHENING 
THE BCNet

 trilateral cooperation agreements

 member profiles on MPPG’s BCNet webpage 

 BC conference location for 2015

 regional participation in BC course

 ESC Working Group

 topic for next volume of BC publication series: 
Penal Sanctions, Prisons, Life Long Imprisonment?



Thank you for 
your attention!

Assits. Prof. Dr. Anna-Maria Getoš Kalac
a.getos@balkan-criminology.eu • www.balkan-criminology.eu


