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LECTURE
OVERVIEW

 Warm-up & Course Intro

 MPPG Mission & Research 
Concept

 About the “Mapping”

 Criminological Landscape 
of the Balkans 

 Challenges & Prospects



Warm-up

• What is ‘Balkan’?



The Balkans



Warm-up

• What is ‘Balkan’?

• ‘Balkan’ Stereotypes?

• ‘Balkan’ Crime?

• What do we know about crime 
and criminology in the Balkans?
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COURSE
INTRO

 Aim of the course

 provide in-depth and up-to-date knowledge about the state 
of art in crime research in the Balkans, while introducing 
participants to basics of criminological methodology, 
phenomenology and etiology

 networking opportunity with colleagues from the region

 present PhD/Master/Diploma thesis before internationally 
and regionally renown experts

 Format – interactive!

 Expectations?
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MISSION & 
RESEARCH CONCEPT

MPPG mission ~ four main tasks:

1. conducting criminological research in line 
with the ‘Balkan Criminology scientific 
concept’;

2. establishing & hosting a network of relevant 
experts, the BCNet, that should enable a 
synergy of efforts in the field of criminology 
and criminal justice research in the Balkans;

3. producing scientific publications on Balkan 
Criminology topics;

4. organising BC events: scientific conferences
(collecting expertise) and training courses for 
young researchers (disseminating knowledge)

MPPG’s Mission

Research
Network

Publications
Events

Regional Centre of
Criminological Excellence
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MISSION & 
RESEARCH CONCEPT

 the Balkans are a criminological space sui generis

 the Balkan Criminology Research Concept
focuses on crime phenomena that are of particular 
relevance for the region, or that threaten its security 
and stability

 Balkan Criminology is no general criminology for
or in the Balkans, but rather a specialised
criminology focusing its research on Balkan-
relevant crime phenomena
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RESEARCH 
FOCUSES

 RF I: Violence, Organised Crime and 
Illegal Markets

 RF II: Feelings and Perceptions of 
(In)Security and Crime

 RF III: International Sentencing
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ABOUT THE
MAPPING

 Background - discovering the current state of 
art in criminology and crime in the Balkans

 Methodology (general guidelines, no comparative goal)

 Structure and topics
 criminological mapping (education and research)
 crime mapping (crime trends, problems and CJS)

 Scope
 territorial scope (Balkan proper and neighboring countries)
 subject scope
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SCOPE 
OF THE MAPPING
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING

 Criminological history

 Criminological education:
 education and institutionalisation
 under-, graduate and post-graduate education
 criminological textbooks
 criminology as a scientific branch

 Criminological research:
 domestic studies and institutions
 topics lacking attention
 criminological journals
 participation in major international studies
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ history
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ institutionalisation
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ education
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ textbooks
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ scientific branch
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING

 domestic studies and research institutions 

 topics cover a broad range of various topics with 
certain common areas of interest across the region:
 study of corruption
 organised crime in general and/or various forms of crime 

associated with it (esp. trafficking in human beings)
 juvenile delinquency
 domestic violence

 key players conducting research - the setting is fairly 
equally divided between academic and/or research 
institutions, various governmental bodies and NGOs 
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ open topics
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ journals
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING ~ international studies
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CRIMINOLOGICAL
MAPPING

 Criminological education
 lack of specialised criminological study programs 

(esp. PhD)
 mostly outdated criminological textbooks
 week position of criminology in many countries

 Criminological research
 variety of domestic topics and players
 no detectable structure or coordination or strategy 
 lack of specialised crim. publications (journals)
 participation in major international studies (usually 

at the field, but not management level)
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CRIME
MAPPING

 Comparative analysis of the country findings 
not possible due to different methodology, 
counting units etc.

 Focus presented here:
 Main sources of data about crime
 Crime and criminal justice problems
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CRIME MAPPING
data sources
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CRIME
MAPPING

 crime problems - common regional features: 
 corruption
 juvenile delinquency 
 organised crime (THB, smuggling of illicit goods, 

money laundering etc.)

 criminal justice problems: 
 crime statistics and victimisation surveys
 overburdened court dockets
 corruption and lack of transparency 
 prison overcrowding
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CHALLENGES
& PROSPECTS

 Criminological education
 BCNet PhD research school
 Balkan Criminology textbook or reader

 Criminological research
 BCNet Database of Who’s Who in Criminological 

Education and Research in the Balkans
 BCNet Research Agenda for the Balkans
 BCNet Newsletter (future BC Journal?)
 new volumes of the BC publication series



www.balkan-criminology.eu • info@balkan-criminology.eu

Thank you for 
your attention!


