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Family act 1998.

• an independent punishable  offense

• a misdemeanor

Article 118.

Domestic violence
„violent behavior of the spouse 

or any other adult family member”

Problems?

• It included only adult family members

• What does „violent behavior” mean?



Criminal code CC/97 
It stipulated a new criminal offence in the group of 

criminal offences against family  

Article 215a

Violent behavior within the family
which punishes any family member who, by 

violence, abuse or insolent behavior forces another

family member into a humiliating position, by a prison 

sentence ranging from three months to three years

Family members: 

spouse, common-law partner, former spouse and former common-law 
partner, a lineal relative,  an adopter or an adoptee, a collateral relative up 
to the third degree inclusive, and an in-law relative up to the second 
degree inclusive.



How to define

Violence

Abuse

Or insolent conduct?

What does the „humiliating 

position” mean?



Act on Protection against 

Domestic Violence 2003
Domestic violence

• any use of physical force or psychological pressure 

against the integrity of a person; 

• any other behavior of a family member which can 

cause or potentially cause physical or psychological pain; 

• causing feelings of fear or being personally endangered or 

feeling of offended dignity; 

• physical attack regardless of whether or not it results in physical injury, 

verbal assaults, insults, cursing, name-calling and other forms of severe disturbance; 

• sexual harassment;

stalking and all other forms of disturbance;

• illegal isolation or restriction of the freedom of movement or communication 

with third persons; 

• damage or destruction of property or attempts to do so

Has expanded the circle of persons who are considered family members



Where is

the line of demarcation

between domestic violence 

as a criminal offense and as a 

misdemeanor in Croatian 
legislation?



MARESTI V. CROATIA

Crucial turnover for Croatian legislation

Act on Protection of 

Domestic Violence 

2009.

Criminal Code 2011. 

(came into force in 213)

Art. 215a deleted

??



Act on Protecion of Domestic violence 2009.

Article 4.

Domestic violence

„any form of physical or psychological, sexual of 

economic violence”

Any type of violence is further defined in more detail:

Physical violence :  a use of physical force regardless it 

resulted in physical injury or not, or a physical punishment or 

other degrading treatment of children in the educational 

purposes

Psychological violence: the application of psychological 

pressure that arouses feelings of fear, threat or may relate to 

verbal abuse, insult, abuse, stalking, etc.

Economic violence: covers damage to or destruction of 

personal and shared assets, prohibition or disable of the use 

of property or for example, a prohibition on disposition of 

personal income, forced economic dependency, etc.



Situation today?
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Thank you!

... And be good to your own! 


